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last night. He had something like gruel this morning. It contained peb-
bles and other dirt. For natural purposes the prisoners have to go out. And
they use the drinking pot to carry their water in. For night use an un-
covered pot is supplied. The only thing not yet done is to put irons on.
I hear from another quarter that special instructions have
been issued to subject him to ill-treatment for the reason that
Mahadev Desai's was a calculated defiance of authority. That the
Independent could be issued independently of printing and the
consequent declaration proved too much for the authorities.
Well, I have no doubt that Mahadev Desai will prove his edi-
torial skill inside the prison walls by retaining his independence in
the face of physical tortures. Let me console the reader with the
information that Mahadev Desai carries with him a heart of love
which has place in it for his torturer and carries too a stock of spiri-
tual anaesthetics in the shape of sacred lhajans1 which he will sing
to ward off all feeling of pain. I do believe it as literally true that
Mirabai2 never felt the pains inflicted upon her at the instance of
her husband. Her love of God and conscious repetition of that pre-
cious name kept her cheerful for ever. I can only picture the
Rajput women of old rejoicing as they leapt into the funeral pyre
with the name of God on their lips. Latimer3 certainly never felt
the pain as he majestically stretched forth his hand straight into
the fire. His faith in God and His righteousness had saved him.
The age of miracles is not past. But a little faith in God and His
protecting power, and we are ensured against unbearable sufferings.
Let no civil resister with faith in his mission doubt that at the
crucial moment God will protect him.
I shall be surprised if Mahadev Desai does not by his humble
yet dignified bearing melt even the stony hearts of his persecutors.
But to resume the corroborative narrative. Let us look at
Lucknow. Things seemed to be going only too well there. The
necessary conveniences were allowed to Panditji Nehru and his
co-prisoners. So much was this the case that I had begun to think
that the United Provinces Government, whilst they followed out
the consistent policy of imprisoning those who chose to dis-
regard their notifications, were civilized enough to treat political
prisoners with courtesy and decency. But a change seems to have
1 Devotional songs
2 A medieval saint-poetess of Rajasthan.   Queen of Mewar, she spent her
days in the worship of Shri Krishna, incurring her husband's displeasure.
3 Hugh Latimer (c. 1485-1555); the English reformer   who was  conde-
mned as a heretic and burnt at the stake